
The Ministry of Education Strategy 2010 ï2020

Aiming in accomplishing a score of 10/10 in all of its initiatives
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Ministry of Education
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This chapter provides key statistics on the UAE education system
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The majority of the 1,190 schools in the UAE are public (61%)
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Public schools implement the curriculum set by the MoE
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Of the 1,190 schools in the UAE, 467 are private (39%), most of which 
are in Dubai and Abu Dhabi
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Private schools implement more than 17different curricula including the one 
set by the MoE
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The Ministry of Education is catering to a diverse student base, of 
which 42% attend public schools
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The UAE has a low number of male teachers in public schools, 
particularly Emirati males

Expatriates
(Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, Palestine, 
Tunisia, Sudan, 
etc.) 
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Hours of Instruction per year Days of instruction per year Hours of Instructions per Day

Average
Average

Average

The recent increase in instruction time has improved the position of 
the UAE, however more is needed to meet best in class average
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Instruction time has been increased across all subjects in the past 5 
years, with specific focus on Sciences
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Compared to other countries, the age of students in their last year of 
compulsory education is two years younger than OECD average
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Drop Outs

7.7%

Most of the students that drop out are in cycle 3 when education is 
not mandatory anymore, especially among males

Drop Outs
(2008)
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The majority of students graduating from schools still require a 
foundation year before entering higher education

8,662546

9,208

Foundation yearDirect admissionTotal admitted (1)

Compulsory Courses Before Entering University 
(2009)

Á Most grade 12 
graduates that enter 
UAE higher education 
require a foundation 
year

Á This year is needed to 
bring them up to the 
required levels in 
science, math, English 
and ethics

94%

(1) Total admitted into HCT, UAEU, and Zayed University
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ÅData and Statistics

ÅExecutive Summary of Strategy 
2010-2020
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The strategy of the Ministry of Education aims to meet world-class 
education standards

Objectives of 
strategy

2010 - 2020, 
real results 

and tangible 
initiatives

Studies

ÅPrevious MoE

strategic plan

ÅUAE plans

Best Practice

ÅInternational 

education systems

ÅInternational 

education staff

Workshops

ÅStrategic objectives

ÅRound table 

discussions

The strategic education elements of the UAE

Team of Experts

ÅExperts in education 

reform

ÅStrategy development

ÅBest Practice 

comparison
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The new 10 x 10 x 10 strategy of the MoE will address current 
challenges and prepare Education in the UAE for the future

10 Key Objectives

10 Year 

Plan

ÅCommitting (all stakeholders nationwide) to a prioritized list of 
implementable initiatives to fulfill the strategic objectives

Reaching a Score 
of 10 out of 10

on Each Initiative 

ÅAiming for Excellence during the implementation of each 
improvement initiative

ÅDelivering a student centric model focused on improving 
student outcome, school life, and equality to meet world class 
standards as well as promoting national identity

10 × 10 × 10 Strategy

New Strategy Elements


